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April 24, 2020 
 
Dear Tenafly School Community, 
 
April showers bring May flowers . . . I hope this sentiment brings at least some comfort to the rain (and chilly 
temperatures!) as of late.  I also hope the “flowers” in this saying are not only literal, but also metaphorical, 
thereby representing the light, the joy, and the good health that might bloom in May! 
 
So here we are, at the final Friday of April, 2020.  We cannot express enough how much we truly, truly miss 
everyone and how much we think of you all - students, parents and staff.  We continue to send you wishes 
of health, happiness and continued endurance during our time apart.   
 
This past week, I had the pleasure of getting together with staff at all levels across the district. These 
informal, virtual, voluntary gatherings reminded me of the incredible energy, commitment and dedication of 
so many staff members in so many positions across our district.  Tenafly schools and offices are blessed to 
have staff members who share such strong bonds and healthy, collegial relationships.  Their concern for 
students (and parents) is evident, their commitment to their craft is clear, and their own levels of anxiety are 
real.  We really are all in this together. 
 
This week’s get-togethers also served as an excellent reminder that the success of any collaboration or 
meeting ought not always be measured in task productivity; success can equally be measured in 
strengthened spirits, fostered relationships, and simple smiles.  I encourage everyone - but especially 
students - to keep this in mind, especially as a means of maintaining momentum and retaining resiliency.   
 
Students, do not measure the success of your days only by grades earned, feedback received or 
assignments completed, but also by the number of times you made another person laugh, the number of 
chores you helped with at home, the number of people to whom you expressed gratitude, said “thank you” 
or asked “how are you?”  All of these acts bring smiles, smiles bring happiness, and happiness brings 
hopefulness.  Keep spreading the hope, Tenafly Tigers!   
 
Please review the important information on assessments from Dr. Mamman, our Assistant Superintendent 
for Curriculum and Instruction that is provided here TPS Grading Communication 4.24.20  
 
We have active surveys available for your feedback.  If you have not done so, please participate in our TPS 
Strategic Planning Survey and our Remote Learning Surveys For Parents/Caregivers and For Students.  A 
Remote Learning staff survey was also sent via email to our staff.  Our Strategic Planning Survey closes 
tonight, and the three other surveys remain open through Monday, April 27th. 
 
Thank you for reading through the rest of the information in this week’s communication. 
  
Supporting the Community 
The generosity of so many of you has helped to provide dinners to Tenafly families in need, while also 
supporting Tenafly restaurants affected by the recent restrictions on their businesses.  Funds are running 
low, however, and this program faces the likelihood of no longer being sustainable without additional 
contributions.  If you are interested in supporting the continuation of this program that supports meals to 

many, please visit their Go Fund Me event  Tenaflycares: 20restaurants, 3000meals, onecommunity  
Any donation is appreciated!! 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/10hTZNJWjzYw45T-6Vg8U6den87HDDOJZ4RHgDQhb6uI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSca4A_3tg0DmZjAqmcN5KmfcXzj913t77okwNDl0xPbPqy6ng/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSca4A_3tg0DmZjAqmcN5KmfcXzj913t77okwNDl0xPbPqy6ng/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeh0YfX19be-jeVtm514oPZnuX5yVSaO1MNEg02OCgbkzF9Og/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScAaWHCpgY3EuhjqW8In4SXEFHfTqpdaiUPshIFVVAoSEpZyg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.gofundme.com/f/nj48y-tenaflycares20restaurants3000mealsonecommunity?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
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Similarly, the Instagram account developed by a Tenafly family, @Togetherwethank, continues to 
demonstrate appreciation to all those battling COVID-19 and the special professionals who are caring for 
them.  All Tenafly families are asked to express gratitude and well-wishes via letters, illustrations and 
creative art and then email them to togetherwethank@gmail.com. They will then be posted to the Instagram 
account @Togetherwethank, an account that has the images posted on screens throughout the 
Hackensack University Medical Center network of hospitals.  
 
Note:  If you need a quick pick-me-up, go to the “Togetherwethank” instagram account and just scroll 
through their posts!  The words, pictures and sentiments are sure to inspire you and remind you of the 
tremendous gratitude that exists in Tenafly, especially among its youth! 
  
Additional Resources and Reminders: 
 
Activities for Weekends, Evenings, and Rainy Afternoons:   Resources for Spring Break, Weekends 
and Evenings is on the Parent Tab of our TPS Remote Learning Center website.  This is a live document, 
so be sure to visit it frequently for updates and additions. 
 
2020 Census:  If you have not yet done so, please register for the 2020 Census and be 
counted!  Remember that doing so is a contribution to your community, as these numbers are critical to 
funding for the next decade.  Please visit https://my2020census.gov/ 
 
COVID-19 Assistance and Prevention:  To those of you facing a personal/family health issue or related 
struggle, please know that positive thoughts and wishes of strength, healing and full recovery are being sent 
to you and yours.  As always, please reach out to your school community for any assistance we might be 
able to provide.  
 
If you feel sick or believe you might have symptoms of COVID-19, PLEASE contact your physician by 
phone to be provided with next steps.  You may also utilize the services of the NJ Department of Health: 

 Call 2-1-1 

 Call:  1-800-962-1253 

 Text COVID to 898-211 

 Visit https://covid19.nj.gov for more information 

We cannot stress enough to all parents, students, staff and community members to PLEASE continue 
following the recommended and directed precautions: 

 Stay Home whenever possible 

 Wear a face covering when you have to go into a store or to pick-up from a restaurant 

 Get fresh air and exercise, but maintain a minimum 6ft. distance from others 

 When you enter your home after being in public, take your shoes off and leave outside or in a 
garage for a few hours to avoid the spread of germs onto rugs, carpets and floors 

 Wash your hands thoroughly often, especially when you return from an essential trip to the food 
store or pharmacy 

 Sneeze into tissues, and throw the tissues away immediately (do not put in a pocket) 

 Cough into your sleeve 

 After sneezing or coughing, wash your hands 

 Clean and disinfect frequently-touched surfaces such as: 
o Table/Countertops 
o Doorknobs and Light switches 
o Desks, Phones, Keyboards and Remotes 
o Toilets, Faucets, Sinks 
o House/Car Keys and Fobs 

 Clean and wipe down the inside of automobiles, including the steering wheel, gear shift, door, 
dashboard, seat, door handle, seat belts and any exposed surfaces using a damp cloth with a small 
amount of soap 

 Stay healthily connected with others in ways that promote social distancing 
o Text, call, Facetime, or do a virtual meet/get together 
o Commit to serving a cause with other friends/families 

mailto:togetherwethank@gmail.com
https://www.tenaflyschools.org/Page/16802
https://www.tenaflyschools.org/Page/16802
https://my2020census.gov/
https://covid19.nj.gov/
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NJ School Closure 
There has been no new updates to the duration of school closure in NJ.  The official statement from the 
Governor remains that NJ schools will remain closed through “at least May 15.”  We promise to update you 
when/if any new information on this matter presents itself officially. 
 

---- 

I close this week’s communication with a personal anecdote.  As a mom of a daughter and three sons, I 
found myself inadvertently recalling a memory the other day that was quite poignant to the work I was 
doing.  Many years ago, my middle son, an avid athlete, approached me on a day when I was obviously 
overwhelmed.  He asked me what the matter was and I told him simply that I got thrown a curveball and I 
had to take care of it.  He interpreted my reply quite literally and answered me in his matter-of-fact, seven-
year old voice saying, “Don’t worry about curveballs.  You just have to watch them really carefully.  If you 
get one, lean into it and try to hit it the other way.  You’ll probably hit it foul but maybe you could hit it out of 
the park for a home run.  You just never know with curveballs.”   
 
That memory had not come to mind in so very long, but its recent recall seemed just right.   
 
All of us are hitting curveballs right now and as we make contact, we are probably feeling like we are hitting 
lots of foul balls. However, I will bet that many of you out there are hitting some home runs without even 
knowing it. So stay poised at that plate and keep on swinging! 
 
Thank you for granting this, and all communications, your time and attention.  As always, I offer wishes for a 
wonderful weekend to each and every one of you.    
 
Stay healthy, stay well, and stay strong. 
 
Very Truly Yours, 

Shauna C. DeMarco 
Superintendent of Schools 
 

 


